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Suit says contras used drug ring to buy weapons

_WASHINGTON [UPI]—a_

n

military f{o two America
Journalists charge in a $23.8 mil-
lion damage suit.

The suit, filed in U.S. District
Court in Miami Thursday, alleged
that the 30-man group, which in-
Cludes Amenican businessmen and
Cuban-Americans, also hired a
,Libyan to assassinate Lewis
Tambs, the U.S. ambassador to
Costa Rica, and bomb the U.S,
Embassies in Costa Rica and
Honduras,

The organizers hoped the U.S.
government would blame the Nic-
araguan government and decide
to invade, the complaint said. But
the plans were canceled after a
member of the ring—who was
later killed—revealed their inten-
tions to three other people.

“This ring,” the suit said, “is
still intact and is planning new
terrorist actions.”

The ring “laundered” the ear-

n:‘_ lf‘rom thefsale of .thott:sasgg
of kilograms of cocaine thro
banks in the U.S., the compiaint
alieged. The funds were used ille-
gally 1o buy hundreds of tons of
?uns. ammunition and explosives
rom “front” shops in Miami in.
1984, it said.

The reporters’ allegations con-
flict with the findings of Justice
Department investigators, who
earlier this month reported no
evidence that “contra” rebels or
their American supporters were
engaged in drug trafficking or

arms smuggling.
Cc The - ] a liberal,
nonprofit in Washington,

filed the $23.8 million suit on be-
half of Tony Avirgan' of National
~ Public Radio and
of the Canadian
Corporation. \

Avirgan and Honey, who are
married, claim they were injured
by a bomb set by the contras and
their supporters in Costa Rica in
May, 1984, and aimed at Eden
Pastora, a rival rebel leader. The
bomb killed 8 and injured more

roadcasting

than 25 others at a news confer-
ence called by Pastora, the suit
said.

'grect R alero, head
a Nicaraguan contra group
called FDN TI."JI Demo-
cratic Force]; and John Singlaub
of Boulder, Colo., a former Army
major general who now is a big
fund-raiser for the contras.

Also accused are nine Ameri-
cans said te use their small busi-
nesses or anti-communist organ-
izations as fronts for sending guns
to the contras. Among them are
Tom Posey, head of Civilian Mili-
tary. Assistance in Huntsville, Ala,

The reporters cited as their in-
formation sources a Nicaraguan
rebel identified as “David X,”
who. they said was killed for dis-
closing the operations of the ring,
and a Cuban-American in Miami
named Jesus Garcia, wha, had
worked with the group.
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